Thoughts on traveling down the Lower
Mississippi River (All mileages statute)
Vessel:  

1982 Cheer Men PT41 sedan trawler, powered with 2 x 120hp Lehmans

Engine rpm:

Travelled most of the way at 1200rpm using both engines. Throttled up normally to 

around 1800rpm to overtake tows. Achieved 6+ mpg at 1200rpm. (Statute miles)
Average speed:

10mph. (Normally around 6.5mph with no current with)
Average current:

4+mph with. 

When: 
Passed the confluence of the Miss/Ohio on the 18th October, 2017.

Arrived in New Orleans on the 1st November, 2017.

Anchorages etc:

Night 1: Hickman Slack Harbor – 80 miles from Little Diversion Channel. Anchorage.
Night 2: Carruthersville Slack Harbor – 79 miles. Anchorage.
Night 3: Osceola Slack Harbor – 71 miles. Anchorage.
Night 4: Mud Island Marina, Memphis. 53 miles. $1/ft. and diesel at $2.34/gallon.

Night 5: Mud Island Marina, Memphis.        

Night 6: Mud Island Marina, Memphis.        

Night 7: Phillips County Slack Harbor. 90 miles. Anchorage
Night 8: Rosedale Slack Harbor. 76 miles. Anchorage.
Night 9: Greenville Yacht Club. 58 miles. $2/ft.
Night 10: Lake Providence Harbor. 59 miles. Anchorage.

Night 11: Cottage Bend. 100 miles. Anchorage.

Night 12: Old River 1. 89 miles. Anchorage.

Night 13: Baton Rouge Harbor: 73 miles. Anchorage.

Night 14: Upper Grandview: 88 miles. Anchorage. (Only anchorage actually on the river)
Night 15: Pontchartrain Landing marina. 64 miles. $1/ft. (AGCLA member rate)
Entering Anchorages etc:
Most if not all anchorages/marinas require turning up into the current to access the rivers/creeks. 

This didn’t pose many issues. Turned the rpm’s up to 1800 to ensure steerage and watched for 

debris which tends to accumulate as the current slackens near the river/creek inlets.
Avoiding towboats

I have Class A AIS and this seemed to confuse most towboat captains. They thought I was
another tow and would ask what my load was. This at least started a dialogue as to which
‘whistle’ they wanted me on.

Tows heading downriver will be doing 7-9kts.

Tows heading upriver are doing 3-5kts.

Overtaking a tow going downstream requires you to agree the ‘whistle’ he wants you to pass on. 

My slow speed trawler struggled to pass most tows and I needed a lot of distance to get past. 

Passing an upstream tow will normally also need to be agreed as to which ‘whistle’.

If the bend (in your direction of travel) is a Left Hander, most tows you are meeting will

be hugging the ‘reds’ and will want you on the ‘1 whistle’. As they are leaving the bend they

may ‘crossover’ towards the ‘greens’ and they may want you on the ‘2 whistle’. You need to
remember they are probably only doing half your speed and are moving very slowly on your

chartplotter screen.

Conversely if your direction of travel bend is a Right Hander, they will normally be hugging

The ‘greens’ and will want to see you on the ‘2 whistle’. Converse ‘crossover’ applies.   

Floating debris in the river
You need to keep a constant lookout for debris in the river.

The river was ‘low’ and falling when I made the trip.

The debris amounts were low, but it was there every day, at least a few branches, logs etc..

It looked like a 3ft. increase in level would bring a lot of debris off from the banks.

http://www.weather.gov/lmrfc/obsfcst_mississippi_riverwatch#missouri will give you a 7 day

forecast of river levels.

If the river is forecasted to significantly rise during your trip, I would not attempt this 
route.

Positives of the trip
3kt increase in speed for the same throttle opening.

Great fuel economy. (important for a pecuniary Scotsman like myself)
Fuel range is dramatically extended – next fuelling point after Memphis was Gulfport, AL.

Many, many good anchorages - mostly off the main river.

A sense of achievement having negotiated the Great Mississippi River.

You end up in New Orleans - Pontchartrain Landing is a favorite of mine.
Despite heavy traffic, I always felt safe. (Full Class A AIS aids confidence enormously)

Negatives of the trip
Constantly looking out for floating debris. 

Debris can be difficult to spot – sun reflection, eddy currents, wind causing wave action, 

turbulence from passing tows etc..

It’s longer than taking the Ohio/Tennessee. However if I compare this trip to my last on the

Ohio etc., I took 18 days from Hoppies to Orange Beach either way. 
I compared mileages from Kaskaskia to Orange Beach and it’s 315 statute miles longer via the

Mississippi.

There is a lot of commercial traffic including ships when you get to Baton Rouge. You can view
this two ways, I actually enjoyed the interaction and never felt unsafe.   
Overall impressions
There’s a lot of bullshit published about how difficult this trip can be. Ignore most of it.

I’m glad to have done it, but would only consider a re-match if the river was benign and 

forecasted to remain so.

My Class A AIS was invaluable as was my Simrad Forwardscan when seeking safe anchorages 

out of the way of stored barges.

