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Few cabins give a better view of the world than the Catalac’s double cabin
in the starboard bow, where the berth is 1.98m x 1.5m (6ft 6in x 5ft)

while it's easy to carry excess
weight on cruising cats because
they have the volume to
accommodate it

Power and sail

When Mark bought Hi Jude in
1987 she was fitted with a 30hp
long-shaft outboard that was thirsty
and, because the shaft wasn't long
enough, prone to cavitation. It was
also linked to the boat's steering,
50 that turning the rudders turned
the outboard. ' discovered straight
away there was a big problem with
that," explained Mark. "You don't
need to think quite so much about
manoeuvring, but you lose 50% of
the engine’s thrust when motoring
into the waves and steering around
them — you're better steering with
the rudders and keeping the
engine pushing straight ahead.’

He replaced the original engine
with an ultra-long-shaft 27hp diesel
outboard from Yanmar,
immediately enjoying the reduction
in fuel consumption as well as
substantially greater punch into a

head sea. The engine is now.
steered by a separate lever at the
helm, so in close quarters
situations Mark uses the wheel,
throttle and engine-steering. We
looked at the challenges of getting
into his Portsmouth berth in PBOs
January and February 2006.

Twin engines would no doubt
make lfe easier, as would a bow-
thruster - something that has
been fitted by at least one Catalac
owner. Although the hulls provide
a fair measure of grip, the lack of
keels makes the boat more
reluctant than many cats to turn
into the wind

In theory that should restrict her
ability to make upwind under sail,
100, and that's what | wanted to
find out about next. So, a few
months after experiencing the
challenges of manoeuvring in the
confines of a marina, | went out
with Mark and his family to see
how the boat performed. We
motored out through the entrance
to Portsmouth Harbour into a
short chop that encouraged us

Technical specification

LWL7.62m (251)

Draught 0.8m (21t 7i)

Sail area (main and genoa) 39sq m (420sq f)

Engine 30-40hp outboard, various inboards

Builder Tom Lack Catamarans

Bobcat and Catalac Cruising Association:
‘www bobcatandcatalac btinternet.co.uk

Early boats had lfting
rudders; fixed blades
came later

Extensive interior mouldings are used below decks. In the port hul, the
roomy galley leads into the single-berth forecabin

o throttle back to 3.5-4 knots,
Then, under roller genoa and
vertically-battened in-mast-reefing
mainsail, we started saling,
settling down at a steady 6 knots
with 17 knots of wind 45° off the
bow. In a typical short Solent
chop, that struck me as good
going since there was no sign of
excessive leeway. Footing off a
litle to 50° brought up 7.2 knots,
while pinching up to 30° resuited
ina ot of leeway and a drop in
speed to 4 knots. In a flat sea,
Mark reckons he can get to 35°
before leeway becomes a
significant problem
Inevitably the sea induced some
pitching but it wasn't
uncomfortably jerky. Heel was
minimal and tacking
straightforward by cat standards.
Like most cruising cats the
Catalac has a conservative
ig and needs a fair breeze
before becoming
overpowered. The
symptoms to look for,

says Mark, are a
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The saloon table
drops to form a

short (1.62m/5ft
4in) double berth

Locker space
is plentiful in
the cockpit

Instead of keels, the Catalac relies for lateral resistance on
the deep Veed hulls with plenty of rocker

dramatic increase in leeway ~ the
hulls are designed to side-slip to
avoid the risk of ‘ripping’ - and the
need for a lot of grunt when
sheeting in the headsail.

His top speed, he reckons, was
20 knots. He was motor-sailing at
the time in a fistful of wind with the
old outboard driving a coarse-
pitched prop that would have been
adding to the push even at that
speed. As the boat surfed down
the front of a wave the log hit the
stops at 15 knots so hard that it
bent the needle.

All round there's little doubt that a
modern cruising cat of similar size
(not that there are many) would be
faster than the Catalac - as would
many monohulls, but without the
benefits of the upright sailing,
acres of space above and below
decks, shallow draught, easy
drying out and so on. Nonetheless,
if you keep weight and drag to a
minimum, it seems that this rather
portly, sedate-looking cat from
nearly 40 years ago can spring the
odd surprise.




3

