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	This data sheet gives some general guidance and answers to frequently asked questions regarding Treadmaster Marine decking.  This document is for guidance only and is based on our best experience.



	Application of Treadmaster Marine decking to painted or varnished surfaces

It is our general recommendation that paint/varnish should be removed from the deck prior to application of Treadmaster as this will always ensure a good bond between the Treadmaster sheets and the deck.  However, in some instances it is not possible, or desirable, to remove the paint or varnish.

When considering applying Treadmaster to a painted/varnished deck it should first be appreciated that the degree of success will depend largely on the condition of the painted/varnished surface and the compatibility of the paint/varnish with the adhesive used.  If the surface is at all unsound (e.g. flaking) then the coating MUST be removed as it will not be possible to successfully bond the Treadmaster to the deck otherwise.

If the surface is sound then it should first be lightly abraded with a fine grit paper and then thoroughly cleaned and degreased prior to application of the adhesive and Treadmaster.  This will provide a good surface bond and increase the chances of a strong bond.  Instructions for use of the adhesive should be followed carefully.

Care should be taken to ensure that the adhesive used is compatible with the painted/varnished surface.  Marine Contact adhesive contains solvents which may affect some types of coated surfaces and it would be preferable to use the Marine 2-part Epoxy adhesive instead.  If the deck has been painted using an epoxy paint, and is in good condition, then a good bond will normally be achieved using the Marine 2-part Epoxy adhesive.

Because of the wide variety of primers, paints and deck coatings currently available it is strongly recommended that a bonding test is carried out on a small area prior to application over the whole deck.


	Application of Treadmaster Marine decking to aluminium decks 
Treadmaster Marine can be successfully applied to aluminium decks although some extra care is needed in the preparation of the substrate.

Aluminium deck surfaces have a surface layer of aluminium oxide which is produced when the surface is exposed to the air.  This surface layer of oxide can prevent a successful bond from being achieved and must therefore be removed.

The oxide layer should be removed from the deck by light abrasion with a fine abrasive paper, ‘Scotchbrite’ pad or similar in the areas where the material will be laid.  The abrasion dust must be totally removed, ideally by vacuuming, followed by cleaning with a suitable solvent such as acetone or propanol.

Once the surface has been abraded and cleaned, the Treadmaster should be bonded – instructions for use of the adhesive should be followed carefully.  The Marine 2-part Epoxy will provide the best bond.

It is very important to bond the Treadmaster quickly after abrading and cleaning the surface, preferably within a few minutes, as the surface film of aluminium oxide will return rapidly.  If the deck is left for a time after the initial abrasion without the Treadmaster being bonded, then it will need to be abraded and cleaned again.  Bearing this in mind it is wise to plan ahead and work on small areas at a time rather than cleaning the whole deck and trying to bond all the sheets in one go.



	Application of Treadcote paint to Treadmaster Marine decking of a different colour
It is possible to apply Treadcote paint to a different colour of Treadmaster to change the appearance of the decking without removing and replacing it.  It should however be appreciated that Treadcote is only a paint and will wear more quickly than the Treadmaster decking itself.  It is therefore possible that the original colour of the Treadmaster will show through after a period of time and it may be necessary to re-apply the Treadcote at regular intervals depending on the degree of wear.

When applying the Treadcote to a strongly contrasting colour, an additional coat may be required.



	Removing existing Treadmaster Marine decking

The methods for removing Treadmaster Marine are numerous and their success will depend on many factors, not least of which is what adhesive has been used.

If the Treadmaster Marine has been bonded using Marine Contact adhesive then, with some effort, the sheets can often be pulled or scraped up.  There may be some residue of adhesive remaining on the deck which can be removed using a solvent such as acetone.  Care should be taken when using a scraper not to damage or gouge the deck.

If the Treadmaster Marine has been bonded using Marine 2-part epoxy adhesive then removing it can be quite difficult.  There are three main approaches to doing this:

(1) Using a hammer and sharp, flat chisel, carefully chip at the bond line to break away the adhesive - taking care to damage the deck as little as possible

(2)  Using a power scraper. This can be a quicker way to remove the Treadmaster, but care may need to be  

       taken to avoid damaging the deck surface.
(3)  Using a belt sander with a medium grit paper to sand off the majority of the material and then switching to   

       progressively finer grades until the remainder is removed. This approach is not advisable for use on 
       materials which have been bonded using Marine Contact adhesive as there is a possibility that the adhesive  

       will clog up the grit paper. A grinder can occasionally be used in some circumstances but the likelihood of 
       seriously gouging the deck, or producing an uneven surface, is much greater.

In either case, removal of Treadmaster is a hard and slow process.  If the gel coat is damaged in the process then it will need to be repaired.  There are a number of proven methods for doing this.

If the new Treadmaster is going to be laid where the old Treadmaster used to be then it is not always necessary to remove all of the old material back to the gel coat.

There are a number of other methods which have been used for removing Treadmaster decking, for example the use of heat guns to soften the adhesive, but we have not tried these and cannot generally make any recommendations regarding them – particularly where the adhesives and bonding systems involved are not our own.



	General considerations

· Never prepare a surface for bonding by cleaning with white spirit  - this will leave a film on the surface of the  deck that will prevent a good bond being formed

                                                                                                                                                            ……. continued

· Areas of Treadmaster on steps and sloping parts of decks may need to be taped in place until the adhesive is fully cured to prevent them from moving.
· Lifting corners of sheets can be glued back down using a small amount of adhesive (Marine Contact or Marine 2-part Epoxy).
· Treadmaster can be cleaned using Treadmaster Cleaner (details available on our website).  

· If in doubt, always experiment on a smaller area before applying changes to the whole deck
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